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Practice area gets boost from
legislation, case law and the
power of the Internet

By Mary Pat Gallagher

en trusts and estates lawyer
Elenora Benz meets with
clients who want her to draw up

a will, she asks not only about assets
and heirs but also about pets and how
they are to be provided for.

A New Jersey law enacted in 2001
lets pet owners set up lifetime or testa-
mentary trusts for care of domestic ani-
mals. It even allows a court to appoint a
trustee if needed and to make orders and
determinations to carry out the intent of
the creator and the purpose of the act.

Continued on page 10

ewton solo Elenoga Benz says her
‘pet trust’ practice isp't lugrative, bot
it's a good marketing taod,
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Lawsuit I:uins New
Marital Tort: Alienation
0f Chilren’s Affection

By Maria \fogél-Shun

n a suit that could create a new marital

tort in New Jersey, a noncustodial
father is suing his children’s mother for
alienation of their affection for him,
which he says should allow him recov-
ery of psychological damages.

There is no legal precedent in New
Jersey for an alienation-of-affection suit
by one parent against the other, but New
Jersey has allowed other interspousal
tort actions, such as for physical abuse,
and plaintiff’s lawyer Steven Resnick
says the facts of his case warrant such
treatment.

“We’ve tried other remedies and are
asking to set a precedent,” says Resnick,

Continued on page 4
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Attorney-Client
Privilege Pierced
Amid Alleged
Duping of DEP

By Mary Pat Gallagher

Bergen County judge has ordered a

lawyer to testify about his role in an
alleged attempt to mislead New Jersey reg-
ulators into allowing his clients to build on
protected wetlands.

Superior Court Judge Peter Doyne
ruled that Joseph Basralian’s testimony
could be compelled under the crime-fraud
exception to the attorney-client privilege,

Continued on page 8
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